Elements of Alchemy Cont.

Phosphorus: Common
phosphorus forms a waxy white
solid that has a characteristic
disagreeable smell.

Pure forms of the element are
colorless and transparent.

This non metal is not soluble in
water, but it is soluble in carbon
disulfide.

Pure phosphorus ignites
spontaneously in air and burns to
phosphorus pentoxide.

The elemental alchemy symbol
phosphorus traps light, and thus it
is reputed that the alchemy symbaol
for phosphorus represenis spiritual
Hlumination.
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FAUNUS

Faunus was originally an ancient
Italian deity of wild forests. As the
Roman civilization developed, it was
heavily influenced by Greek culture,
and Faunus acquired many of the
characteristics of the Arcadian nature
god Pan, including his depiction as
half-goat, half-man.
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of Newton's
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Exposition of Its ..
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The History of Magic

ing to the Kabalists, the true name of Satan is that of
Jehovah reversed, for Satan is not a black god but the
negation of Deity. He is the personification of atheism

ancient Greeks
associated
Capricomus with
their god Pan

Pan is the universal
agent known as
phosphorus, that gives
light and life to the world.
Like phosphorus does

here on earth, the God
Pan was often
considered as the great
principle of vegetable
and animal life.

and idolatry. The devil is not a personality for initiates
but a force created with a good object, though it can be

applied toevil: itis really the instrument of Jiberty, They
represented this force, which presides over physical gene-
ration, under the mythological figure of the horned god
Pan, and hence comes the goat of the Sabbath, brother
of the old serpent, the light-bearer or phosphorus, con-
verted by poets into the false Lucifer of legend.

Pan [Greek/
Provider, nature, woods, hunting, spelunking, natural adventures,
hidden places, shepherds and flocks, panic.

Fan is the most common figure of the horned god. Like v
horned gods, Pan was a god of the hunt, This makes his modern ref-

CAMBRIDGE

the gods to represent divinized kings and the myths themselves to en-
capsulate real datable events. Eventually he was to work out a fixed date
for the expedition of the Argonauts and to offer a revised chronology of
the ancient kingdoms based on ic. His me[hod involved a complex

ion of the mythological figures of the constella-
tions to arrive at a calalngur of the fixed stars as they had appeared to the
ancients, and then calculations of the sub ion of the equi-
noxes to fix the date.?®

Newton considered his work in these areas to be fully as scientific as his
waork in optics and astronomy. Indeed his methodology was quite as
rigorous and rational in his studies of the esoteric language systems of
prophecy and myth as it was in his studies of the natural world, and one
need only question his basic assumption, i.e., that real truths were em-
bodied in the myths, fables, and prophecies. But for Newton that assump-
tion was not questionable because it stemmed from his belief in the prisca
sapientia, the ancient wisdom granted by God to mankind through revela-
tion. That wisdom was hidden in the esoteric language of the ancients
and could be recaptured by rational methods, and any knowledge
covered by other methods — as by the experimentation, induction, and
mathematizing he applied in natural philosophy — could always be
reconciled with the old knowledge occultly preserved. Furthermore,
Newton certainly thought there could be interaction between the two
approaches to knowledge, that the one validated the other, and that the
ene approach might give clues for interpretation in the other.

The paper by McGuire and Rattansi noted in Chapter 3 has shown how
Newton utilized this double approach in certain draft Scholia and draft
Queries which he at one time intended to include in revised editions of the
Principia and the Opticks.?" There it appears that Newton had decided
that so musical had been applied
by that famous ancient to celestial relationships, and that Pythagoras
had as a of that the inverse square
law of gravity, the “true harmony of the heavens,” Pythagoras had
hidden his knowledge in parables to keep it from the vulgar, but the
knowledge was nevertheless kept alive in the myths which dealt with
the musical instruments of the gods — the Pipes of Pan and Apollo’s
Harp. But — and this is a crucial point — Newton also took his reasoning
back in the other direction, and from the myths which he had interpreted
in the light of his own scientific discoveries, he ventured to suggest that the
ancients had thought God was the direct cause of gravity. The conclusion
Newton drew from his interpretations of the myths then undoubtedly
mfluenced his scientific thinking in its turn.

of Pyt

3 Manuel, Historian (1, n. 13),
" McGuire and Ratiansi, * Newton and the *Pipes of Pan'" (3, n. 158).
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By what means do bodies act on one another at a distance? The
ancient Philosophers who held Atoms and Vacuum attributed gravity
o atoms without telling us the means unless in figures: as by calling
God Harmony representing him & matter by the God Pan and his
Pipe. . .. Whence it seems to have been an ancient opinion that matter
dependsupona Deity forits laws of motion as well as for its existence. 3
It has seemed well to dwell at such length at this point upon Newton’s

carly introduction to the prisca sapientia tradition through his reading
of More and others because that tradition played such an enormous role in
Newton’s study of alchemy that any real understanding of Newton’s
alchemy is precluded if his adherence to the prisca sapientia doctrine is
ignored. As will be explained in the next chapter, Newton applied his rules
for understanding strange languages to the language of alchemy just as
he did to the language of prophecy. He took certain myths to be the
bearers of alchemical secrets and on occasion allowed the story line of the
myth to determine his experimental procedure, Moreover, the fact that
Newton believed so strongly in the notion that the ancients had deliberately
hidden their secrets in their esoteric languages explains why he so often
seems to have chosen some of the most obscure alchemical literature and.
terminology for study - no doubt he thought the choicest secrets were
concealed there.

‘To complete the immediate setting for Newton's alchemy at Cambridge,
however, before following him into the laboratory and the library, some
note must be taken of the larger circle of alchemists with whom he came in
contact in the 1660's and the 1670,
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tually all

erence the provider. The word panic comes from his name. Pan was
said to cause unexplained panic in the hearts of those who ventured
inte his domain. Wouldn't it be nice to do the same to those who
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Asvarimted Mineralicl- hlack diamond earbon

Assaciated Extracts and Concentrationis): myrrh (oil), pine (oil).

Associated Base Ohlfs): olive oil.



